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Normally in the harbour mobile cranes (HMC) the slewing ring is a piece that will last the entire life
of the crane. Replacing that part is a very expensive operation besides the cost of the slewing ring 
itself. You need to rent huge mobile cranes and/ or floating cranes to lift the slewing platform in 
order to change the slewing ring and you need special hydraulic torque wrenches and an special 
procedure to tighten the new slewing ring. The whole operation is very expensive.

Then, the best choice is to take care of the slewing ring of our Harbour Mobile Crane.

Some recommendations for prolonging the useful life of your crane´s slewing ring:
1-Check the area near the slewing ring for cracks. It must be done periodically.
2-Keep the slewing ring always well lubricated with the proper lubricant recommended by the crane
manufacturer.
3-Perform periodical Rocking Tests to the slewing ring of your crane, being aware of the maximum 
permissible values recommended by the crane manufacturer.
4- When using the harbour mobile crane at the pier, one of the long sides of the chassis is always 
against the vessel at the pier. 
It is important to turn the crane every six months on the pier in order to change the long side of the 
crane that is against the vessel during operation. Doing that, you avoid an uneven wear of the 
slewing ring of your crane.
5- Explain to your crane drivers that the crane HAVE TO always be with all the wheels in the air 
and levelled before slewing the slewing platform and also before moving the luffing jib in or out. It 
doesn´t matter if the crane´s electronic system allows you to do what is not allowed to be done. Just 
avoid to do it.
Explain to your crane drivers that not following these instructions can be of danger for the stability 
of the crane and also for the useful life of the slewing ring of your crane. 
6- Always remember that the crane driver must follow the written instructions of the crane 
manufacturer as stated in the crane operating manual.
You can also download the following pdf file with some additional information about rocking tests 
(english language):
Survey and Examination of Ships’ Lifting Appliances 
https://gruasytransportes.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/survey-and-examination-of-ships-lifting-
appliances.pdf
Any comment on this subject will be highly appreciated.
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(*)Gustavo Zamora is a cranes expert. He lives and works at Buenos Aires (Argentina).
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